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Anything Goes 


When the Cure Worse Than the Disease 


medical book, 160 years old, listing 
remedies for practically every current 
known man, and few that 
back beyond memory, recently came 
our attention. 

‘Lhe collector’s item, owned James 
Gill, Masury, Pa., entitled, The Fam- 
ily Advisor, and Phil- 
adelphia 1795, carries the subtitle, 
Plain and Modern Practice Physic 
Calculated for Use Families Who 
Not Have the Advantage Physician. 
The author was Henry Wilkens, M.D. 
However, some his remedies may 
cause modern physicians wince and 
point out relationship 
with life span persons who lived 
those 

According story Robert Rose 
the Sharon, Pa., Herald, The Family 
Advisor was passed the Maury, 
Pa., man his father. exception- 
ally good condition for its age, Only two 
the 200 pages are missing, the paper 
well preserved and the binding and 
cover are still firm. 

The publication offers methods 
treatment for everything from lunacy 
colic. For disturbance simply called 
“The Itch,” the Advisor suggests wash- 
ing affected parts the body with 
strong rum. alternate soak the 
patient’s shirt solution containing 
powdered limestone and wear “five 
six days.” For complaints caused 
old age, the publication recommends 
taking tar water morning and evening. 
this work, “Be electrified 
chew cinnammon daily and swallow 
your spittle,” While the publication 
fers methods treatment which 
large number the potions are made 
from herbs, the amateur healer the 
settler’s day must have relied some 
charge electricity the cure-all. List- 
ailments remedied this 
only forty-three years after Ben Frank- 
lin’s kite were coldness the feet, 
deafness, gout, headache, laments, sciat- 
ica, sore throat, and help “lepro- 
sy.” 
Gill remembers going out the 
woods, when still small boy pick 
herbs and bark from which the various 
medicines were 

wondered The Advisor 
scribed “brew” for so-called leprosy. 
did. response our query,one 
Mr. neighbors Mr. H.N. Wit- 
beck wrote, “The Family Advisor’s 
scription for the cure leprosy num- 
ber 129, and reads follows: 

Use the cold bath; 
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wash the sea, often and long; 

mix well ounce pomatum, 
drachm, powdered brimstone, and 
half ounce sal prunellae, and an- 
noint the parts long there need; 

add pint house-leek, and 
half pint verjuice pint and 
half posset-drink, drink this twen- 
ty-four hours. often cures the quincy, 
and white swelling the joints; 

drink for month decoction 

burdock-leaves, morning and even- 
ing.” 
prunellae plain old 
peter. Pomatum perfumed unguent. 
Webster’s New International Dictionary 
should great help determining 
the meaning the other articles men- 
tioned the prescription, case any- 
one interested. 

Unusual is, The pre- 
scription 129 for the “cure lepro- 
comparison with some the, well shall 
say, original “cures” proposed re- 
cent years, not physicians, but 
well-meaning self-appointed 
ers the art healing. 

Every once while, certain charac- 
ters come along who can only ex- 
plained “it takes all kinds people 
make this crazy mixed-up world,” 
this class are the “geniuses” who sug- 
gest many treatments and cures for 
Hansen’s disease. “Recommendations” 
range from ridiculous absurd while 
others merely appear the work 
screwballs. 

For instance, 1945, woman from 
Ohio wrote THE STAR, suggesting 
that all the patients put under oxy- 
gen tents and fed liberal quantities 
good strong apple cider. The cider, she 
explained, would melt the wax capsule 
supposedly covering the Hansen’s bacil- 
lus. She said that she had read about 
Promin two different papers, but she 
believed that quicker and better results 
could obtained combining with 
the shrub Myrtle (Myrica Cerifera, Bay- 
berry family) the Wild Bull Nettle, 
(Salanum but she neglect- 
give complete directions. 

More unsolicited advice came from 
gent Florida, and this was 1954. 
His treatment directed half teaspoon 
for and one teaspoon for adults 
sulphur put the mouth and chew- 
with drink water. This should 
done every three days for the first 
month, two days week for the second 
month, and one day week for the third 
month, Also, once every month little 
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epsom salts, for obvious reasons. 

Through the years many different 
kinds special diets have 
posed, Back the woman with 
office Miami came with what 
she called the “Harmony Feeding Sys- 
tem.” She claimed the four five cases 
Hansen’s disease treated under this 
system had all “practically recovered,” 
three six months. Essentially the 
treatment consisted internal and ex- 
ternal alkalinization. “The treatment 
would require knowledge the com- 
bination various foods 
factors. There should avoided ex- 
cess starches and sweets, and there 
should observed high degree re- 
pose mind and body. (The lady had 
something there.) Salt baths should 
used and special salt internallly, con- 
taining silicon one the elements 
should given.” The 
only interest was “in suffering human- 
ity,” offered come Carville with- 
out compensation, and try out the 
“Harmony Feeding System” group 
patients here. She was persistent 
that the Medical Officer Charge act- 
ually investigated her “system.” The 
matter ended then and there. But 
its antithesis, salt free which 
also came out the terrible thirties. 

The “salt free diet” was sure cure 
for Hansen’s disease, question about 
it. patient here had this word from 
one his friends patient the 
Community Tahiti, Society Islands, 
where the diet, originated German 
physician was being used with “amaz- 
ing The news spread like wild 
fire around here and group 
lians, might, main, and awkwardness 
finally wore down the objections the 
MOC and the dietetian. The “salt free 
diet” was not entirely blame but 
fact that every patient this dict 
here was not too long thereafter called 
greener pastures; that everyone but 
one, and now can told, fudged. 
the old saying goes, “only the good 
die young,” and besides there was work 
done, 

Only few years ago would-be Pas- 
teur from Texas, ex-army officer, 
wrote the hospital here that had 
cured myself, have seen least twenty 
people cure themselves with the 
same treatment, and they are all sound 
and well today.” This remarkable cure 
was also concerned with food. The Tex- 
explained that had been keeping 

(Cont’d Page 10) 
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The delighted honoree the birth- 
day party, given THE STAR staff 
the afternoon Saturday, February i9, 
the parlors the Protestant Church 
here, arrived glow happy excite- 
ment and anticipation. She and group 
friends, three cars full, had just driv- 
some 260 miles from their home city 
Shreveport, but Mom Miller was 
fresh, and fine fettle, and this 
not Mom’s sweet sixteenth birthday, 
was her snappy seventy-seventh, 

Mom Miller vigorous, positive, 
and emphatic personality, and she 
strode wearing white gardenia cor- 
sage, gift Mr. and Mrs. Colquet- 
te, tied with purple ribbons 
her purple dress, and broad grin, some- 
one suggested the pianist, “Play, 
Comes The Bride.” Mom’s vocabulary, 
always colorful, spiced with 
ity and had the suggestion been accept- 
ed, her comment would undoubtedly 
have been choice, Instead, patients and 
other guests broke into the 
Happy Birthday song and never was 
done with greater enthusiasm more 
sincerity. 

Mom went about greeting guests, 
one the things catch her eye was 
beautiful birthday cake, creation 
leading Baton Rouge caterer. Dam- 
gorgeous,” Mom said. Frosted white 
with pale pink rosebuds and surround- 
maline ruffles, the cake was the 
shape big heart, truly appropriate 
for the honor guest’s years caring 
and sharing. Cake, punch and candies 
were served during the afternoon. 

Mary Morris, Carville’s most talented 
vocalist, sang Juanita and several other 
old favorites. Mrs. Elder was the 
piano. 

unexpected musical treat was pro- 
vided Mrs. Helen Meiers Aurora, 
charming Mardi Gras houseguest 
Mr. Mrs. L.L. McCormick Destre- 
han, Mrs. Meiers professional 
singer, formerly with the Boston Oper- 
atic Co. Playing her own accompani- 
ment, she offered diverting variety 
songs from musical comedies and oper- 
ettas, some which she had appear- 
ed, and when she led group singing, 
practically everyone got the act, 

are indebted Mrs, L.L. 
McCormick for many things, 
many new friends, has 
brought Carville for their first visits, 
but especially for bringing Morn 
Miller. This was back 1941, and 
Mom has been here many, many times 
since with interest deepening through 
the years. 

“Individual interest anything 


Party For Mom 


sually happens unaware and builds 
heavy load steam before the 
ual becomes aware the big interest,” 
says Mom Miller. “That was the way 
admiration for colossal courage, firm 
faith, and high hope found pa- 
tients the USPHS Hospital Car- 
ville, grew maturity. From those pa- 
tients, learned the power patience, 
the charm charity, the grace good- 
will, all which make for liberal ed- 
ucation.” 

Mom Miller interested all the 
patients here, but she shows special 
concern for the handicapped women. 
“My best girls,” she calls them. They 
receive tokens remembrance from 
Mom special days like Valentine. 
Easter, Mothers Day, Fourth July, 
Day, Thanksgiving, and very 
special treatment for Christmas and 
birthdays. Her list long, her interest 
strong, and she also includes members 
THE STAR staff her constantly 
growing gift list. 

For number years Mom has been 
actively interested THE STAR and 
its educational program, that she has 
this say, “Teaching the public that 
Hansen’s disease disease, and not 
disgrace has been slow work, still is. 
combined with 
much misinformation from the archaic 
armchair, hang like determined 
jar them loose requires 
much patience and perseverance,” 

Mom Miller THE STAR’s book 
reviewer and often seek her advice 
our work. our book she warm- 
hearted, sagacious oracle. once de- 
scribed her member THE STAR 
staff “without portfolio and without 
HD.” That she liked. 

have Mom’s own word for it, she 
was “born Missouri, matured Tex- 
as, and ripened Louisiana. Compara- 
tively few persons live write two na- 
turals life’s milestone and something 
special bound occur that year 
other doubleheaders mark the 
passing years that every eleven years 
brings double nothing.” 

66, Mom had job war’s indus- 
try, after doing outstanding job 
publicity and selling. was 
year hustle and bustle for everyone 
from begining end. That was when 
the manpower barrel was scraped the 
last splinter and womanpower 
the matter with me? 

Tragedy struck when the numerals 
came up. That was the year she learned 
the man she loved was incurably ill, and 
everything else was subordinated 
anticipating the wishes man 


When asked what she wanted for her 77th 
birthday, celebrated Shreveport Feb- 
ruary (the actual date) and here Feb- 
ruary 19, Mom Miller said, “Continued abil- 
ity count blessings, up-to-date en- 
cyclopedia, filing cabinet for Carville 
records, metal cabinets for storing gifts 
and gadgets for withdrawal all through the 
year bring blessings ‘my best girls.’” 
She got the cabinets from Shreveport 
friends. Profits from her gifts and gadget 
project plus into her “Carville Fund.” 

THE STAR staff gave Mom set 
volumes brand new encyclopedia 
satisfy her craving “know more,do more, 
and try more.” 

The picture above shows Mom opening 
her table full gifts received the party 
here. There were many articles handmade 
the patients themselves, and lovely gift 
from the local B.L. Spann Unit 188 the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 


rare courage and nobility soul, Dr.V. 
Irvin who was the first call 
his wife now known from New 
Orleans New York, from Shreveport 
San Francisco, all over Louisiana and 
much Texas that affectionate dim- 
inutive. 


The Shreveport Journal which she 
formerly contributed feature articles 
once described her “one the city’s 
most prominent Indeed, the 
historian that city acknowledged his 
indebtedness Mom Miller for her 
help. She currently serving her third 
term Carville Chairman for Shreve- 
port’s Lowe-McFarlane Unit 14, Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, the largest Unit 
the world with 1097 members. Be- 
fore that she wrote column called 
“Momories” for the Shreveport Legion- 
aire and reaching back years, she has 
held various assignments from both the 
Unit and the Department. She was 
Publicity Chairman for three years, 
job right down her alley, and has served 
Historian, both appointive jobs. She 
has never filled elective office the 
Auxiliary because she says, “I’d rather 
high private the rear ranks and 
able say what think and when 
the thinkery comes with something.” 
And she does-- without fear favor. 
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There are few individuals who have 
given more over long period years 
veterans’ organizations than Mom 
Miller. She has now become sort 
senior advisor both men and women 
The American Legion, The Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, and the Forty 
and Eight. She will dig for facts. Hav- 
ing active imagination, she will dress 
the facts fancy pants for presentation. 
She has dabbled every phase wel- 
fare within and without the organiza- 
tion, Her correspondence terrific. 

Mom Miller finds her inspiration ex- 
traordinary the last nine words 
Acts 20:35, “It more blessed give 
than receive.” 


McCormick, Destrehan; Mrs. Helen Meiers, 


Out town guests for “Party for Mom.” Front row (left right): Mrs. L.L. “Steve” 


Aurora, Esther Bettes, Mom 


Miller, Mrs. Wratten, Baton Rouge, and Mabel Abbitt. Back row (left 


right) 


Frank Nesom, Baton Rouge; Mrs. W.K. Jenkins, Mrs. Nesom, Baton Rouge, 


McCormick, Destrehan; Mrs. Truman Thomas and Joe Darwin. Visitors not other- 


wise designated are all from Shreveport. 


Mr. and Mrs. Claude Shreveport and Mrs. Edward Brass, Nor- 


wood, arrived after the picture was taken. 


Madam Salute You 


When Mrs. William Jenkins 
Shreveport was elected president the 
Louisiana Department the American 
Legion Auxiliary last July their con- 
vention Baton Rouge, one the 
very first things she did was step 
into the official car the Auxiliary, 
provided the Ford dealers Lou- 
isiana, and drive down Carville, 
where she presented her corsage, 
other flowers given her during the con- 
vention, officers the local 
Spann Unit 188, American Legion Aux- 
iliary. Such thoughtful gesture 
cal the striking brunette who the 
First Lady Louisiana’s American Le- 
gion Auxiliary for 1954-1955 

Mrs. Jenkins the wife World 
War veteran, the mother World 
War veteran, Quarrier Smith, and 
glamorous grandmother. She Lou- 
isianian birth, education and train- 
ing. She was the third generation 
pursuit knowledge Mansfield, 
Louisiana, College For Women. Her 
mother and grandmother had read, re- 
hearsed and recessed that storied 
school. 

During her administrative year, 
the first half thereof, Department Presi- 
dent Jenkins (Melba many within 
and without the organization) has made 
five visits Carville. Another sched- 
uled for March 22, when the National 
President Mrs. Percy Lainson will make 
her official visit the state. 

Educational phases Hansen’s dis- 
ease and its many manifestations part 
and parcel Melba’s aim and purpose 
related Carville’s program for 
patients past, present and future. 

preparation for the top position 
the organization, within the stdte, 
she had served Unit President, Vice- 
President and member the Executive 
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Committee her own Lowe-McFarlane 
Unit 14, Throughout all 
phases the upward march, her smiling 
face and magnetic personality strength- 
ened old ties and linked new ones 
friendly relations, well rooted sym- 
pathetic understanding many things. 

Mrs. Jenkins was hospital worker 
the Alexandria facility before the 
Shreveport Veterans’ Hospital was built. 
Since the opening date the Shreve- 
port VA, she has held regular assign- 
ments and assisted every project, 

Though the American Legion Aux- 
iliary Melba’s first love, she has 
served Regent Caddo Chapter, 
Daughters the American Revolution, 
and was the Fourth District Civil De- 
fense Chairman for the Louisiana Fed- 
eration Women’s Clubs. She 
member the United Daughters the 
Confederacy; Beta Study Club, 
and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 


Madam President, salute you, and 
are rightfully proud have you 
one our cover girls. 


Mrs. Esther Bettes Visits 


One the attractive and interesting 
guests the “Party for Mom” was 
Mom’s great friend, Mrs. Esther Bettes 
Shreveport, who was making her first 
visit Carville. Shreveport, they call 
Mrs. Bettes, “Mrs. American Legion.” 
She has earned title her asso- 
ciation with the office Lowe-McFar- 
lane Post for more than years, 
and for the past nine years she has been 
secretary the Post and charge 
the Office. Lowe-McFarlane Post 
the third largest American Legion Post 
the world, being exceeded mem- 
bership only Omaha and Denver, 


Texas and For Joey 


The Grand Voiture Texas Forty 
and Eight meeting the Grand 
Cheminot Texas, Feb- 
uary 13, adopted resolution behalf 
Josefina “Joey” Guerrero, Filipino 
war heroine, who patient this 
hospital. copy the resolution which 
urged the passage 1278, bill 
give Joey citizenship the United 
States, was sent Hon. Emmanuel 
Celler, Chairman the House Judi- 
ciary Committee, 

Joey’s bill was brought the atten- 
tion the Texas Voyageurs George 
Hynes, San Antonio, Chef Gare 
Voiture 542. Henry Palmie, San An- 
tonio, Grand Chef Passe, who ever 
ready help Carville patients, took 
active part the program Austin. 


Carville 
Southern Telephone News 


Division Personel Supervisor, Ann 
Koenig, the New Orleans office 
Southern Bell Telephone and Tele- 
graph Co., sent several copies 
Southern Telephone News, February 
1955 issue, carrying write-up and pic- 
tures the Louisiana Women’s Activ- 
ity Club Carville Christmas Special. 
This state-wide program gifts for all 
patients was directed Miss Koenig. 

The article titled, “We Were 
was compiled Jane Wilkes and cover- 
the Christmas activities “tele- 
phone women” southern 
states, but the pictures were all the 
Carville Christmas Activity. 

part read: “We” means tele- 
phone folk-- and “There” means every- 
where. While “we were there” whenever 
and wherever were needed through- 
out the year, particularly was true 
that “We Were There” Christmas, 


1 Lik: we? 


Patients Carville Sent Back Islands 


group patients this hos- 
pital, Negroes and one White, all 
the Virgin Islands the United 
States, was notified the local staff 
the morning Saturday, February 
26, that they were flown back 
the Islands military air ‘transport 
_on the following Tuesday, March 
Calling “bad news,” one patient said, 
“It struck like atomic attack, sud- 
denly and without warning.” The group 
man seemed stunned, but not for 
long. the three-day interval between 
notification and scheduled date de- 
parture, seven the patients “lit 
unknown, 

Press, radio and the Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans area, pegged 
their stories “Seven Hansen’s Dis- 
ease Patients Missing From Carville,’ 
but the publicity was not sensational. 
was fair, reasonable and factual. 
There was time, and not many 
years ago either, that incident 
this kind would have evoked bold, 
alarmistic headlines. Now, however, 
newsmen this area are well informed 
the subject and most them are 
one with our efforts eliminate 
owe them much. 
E.M. Gordon, Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital and Dr. William 
Meyer, New Orleans, charge 
control Louisiana, helped giv- 
ing the press authoritative statements. 
“There was nothing prevent them 
from going through hole the 
fence,” Dr. Gordon explained. “They 
(patients) come here voluntarily and 
don’t like them leave without 
our knowledge, but there federal 
law that know which was violated.” 
Different states have different laws 
how cases this disease should 
handled, added. Dr. Meyer said that 
the missing seven would not 
lic health “hazard” unless they had pro- 
longed and intimate contact with other 
persons. “We feel,” said, “that the 
disease feebly communicable only 
after prolonged and intimate contact. 
Leprosy longer included among 
the quarantined diseases listed state 
law.” Meyer noted that has been 
found that percent the Louisiana 
patients admitted the hospital had 
the disease years longer before 
said that police assistance 
would not requested locate the 
missing patients state law has been 
violated. 

are reasonably certain that the 
seven “missing patients,” five men and 
two women (two whom are arrested 
cases) did not tarry long Louisiana. 
understand they are one the 
northern states where the disease non- 
endemic and where according the 
recommendations the American Pub- 


lic Health Association, suitable medical 
care for Hansen’s disease patients suf- 
ficient, “without segregation coloni- 

There was “weeping and 
ing,” but they seemed cheerful, 
ported resident Chaplain Elder, 
who saw the seven patients off, also 
five men and two women, Ryan Air- 
port Baton Rouge, about P.M. 
March The patients were flown 
back the Islands Air Force 
Hospital Transport with doctor and 
nurse duty. All comforts were 
provided. 

the day their departure, 
spokesman for the group said that while 
they regretted having leave here 
suddenly, “we want everyone know 
appreciate the fine care have re- 
ceived here.” also expressed the 
group’s appreciation THE STAR 
for “giving the opportunity earn 
money; are grateful for it.” 
The V.I. patients, particularly those too 
severely handicapped hold regular 
jobs, helped assemble the thousands 
copies THE STAR each month. 
Some the patients did hold regu- 
lar part-time government jobs during 
their stay here. Holding such job 
was Greenstreet, linotypist for THE 
STAR. Greenstreet was efficient, de- 
pendable, and good worker, and losing 
him suddenly without trained re- 
placement has put THE STAR 
predicament, The V.I. spokesman said 
that six the seven patients being 
returned the Islands are “arrested 
cases,” and that they were taking with 
them letters from the medical staff here 
that effect, hoping that they would 
not isolated the compound, 
the outskirts Christiansted, St. 
Croix. However, pointed out that 
any event, out the com- 
pound, the patients would have 
hard time. “Welfare aid the 
very little,” said. 

The first contingent V.I. 
patients transferred from the St. Croix 
compound Carville arrived here 
May, There were patients 
this group. was the largest number 
patients ever admitted this hos- 
pital one time, and the first time 
ferred here from outside continental 
United States. second group (eight 
patients) was transferred from St, Croix 
Carville 1953. 

discussing the return the 
patients the Islands, Dr. Gordon said 
that these patients were brought 
Carville for special treatment, not avail- 
able them the Islands, such 
orthopedic and plastic surgery. 
understanding was that they were 
returned when had done all 


could for them.” Five patients cur- 
rently under such special treatment are 
still here. 

The V.I. compound Chris- 
tiansted, St. Croix, established 1888, 
under the direct supervision the 
St. Croix Municipal Board Health 
and operated under the U.S. De- 
partment the Interior which took 
over 1917, when the United States 
acquired the Islands from Denmark. 
Bordering the. Caribbean Sea, the com- 
pound eight-acre tract behind 
high wire fence, located 114 miles 
quarters, built 1910, have been de- 
scribed “leaky buildings infested 
with rats, bats, and almost con- 
tinuous disagreeable odor from rum 
distillery situated next door.” promi- 
nent worker the social aspects 
Hansen’s disease, after visiting the 
St. Croix compound, declared that con- 
ditions were disgrace the Ameri- 
can flag.” 

THE STAR staff was correspon- 
dence with the V.I. patients far 
back 1942, and called the atten- 
tion our readers and others their 
plight. One patient said, “We first heard 
through the pages 
THE STAR, gave hope and 
courage. opened our eyes what 
was going the outside world, and 
gave the spark fight injustice.” 

1944, the late Dr. Faget, 
then Medical Officer Charge this 
hospital, went the Virgin Islands 
make special investigation the 
St. Croix compound. Dr. Faget re- 
ported, patients there deserve bet- 
ter medical and general care than they 
that time transferring the 
patients Carville, but Dr. Faget 
thought such move was then not prac- 
tical. solution the problem, 
recommended that the compound 
improved better housing, better food 
and better medical care. recom- 
mended periodic tours inspection 
note what progress was being made. Two 
such tours inspection were made 
Dr, Frederick Johansen, 
ceeded Dr. Faget Carville’s MOC. 
Dr. Johansen’s first trip the V.I. was 
1947. found that some Dr. 
Faget’s recommendations had been car- 
ried out, particularly those relative 
medical care and treatment. response 
persistent pleas the patients 
requesting transfer Carville, Dr, 
Johansen made second official trip 
the V.I. This was early 1951. 

Communications have 
some the seven V.I. patients an- 
nouncing their safe the Islands 
and expressing their shock and disap- 
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Novel About Filmed 


Chantal, Guy des Cars, novel 
which the heroine has Hansen’s dis- 
ease, has been purchased 20th Cen- 
tury Fox and will filmed late next 
year with Maureen O’Hara the title 
This information comes from 
Hedda Hopper’s syndicated column, Joe 
Hyams the New York Herald Trib- 
une, and other Hollywood columns 
(February 21, 1955). 

Chantal, according its jacket, was 
best seller France, where more than 
100,000 copies were sold. was trans- 
lated Reine Sales and published 
the U.S. Houghton Mifflin 
August, 1954. far know, has 
not hit the best-seller list this coun- 
try, even made much splash. 
was reviewed THE STAR Bookshelf, 
October, 1954. 

The novel tells the story Chantal, 
lovely Paris model who has graduated 
from the bars and cabarets Mont- 
martre her own apartment, car, furs, 
pearls and checkbook. Life gay and 
exciting for Chantal until she finds 
few coin-like spots her body which 
her physician diagnoses “leprosy.” She 
takes off the first boat for Mokogai, 
hospital the Fiji Islands where 
about two-thirds the story laid (see 
7). Her adventures there cover 
tive years heartbreak and misery 
during which the pampered 
mondaine finds “within her soul the 
stirrings sainthood.” course, sev- 
eral men the island, including 
American doctor the staff, Italian 
opera singer, and half-wit, both pa- 
tients, fall love with Chantal, After 
her “cure,” Chantal returns France 
where she finds the lover, whom she 
met the boat her way Mokogai, 
most unwilling resume their romance 
after learns her story. With her world 
gone, Chantal turns religion and en- 
ters the convent the French Mis- 
sionary Sisters the Society Mary 
and returns Mokogai serve the 

The author must have had one eye 
cocked Hollywood when wrote 
the book has almost every scene 
and situation possible from the spec- 
tacular and lurid the drab and tran- 
quil—fashion shows, hospital scenes 
France and Mokogai, riots, murder, 
storm sea, cyclone the island, 
scenes board luxury liner, and 
churches, and convent, grand opera 
Australia, love tryst Singapore 
hotel—not mention the good old 
melodramatic standbys—the illegitimate 
child and the lost letter. 

Mr. des Cars has not quite kept 
with medical history his heroine 
“cured” injections chaulmoogra 
oil. This form treatment has been 
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all but abandoned recent years 
favor the more modern sulfone treat- 
ment. doubt this could altered 
the movie version without affecting 
the However, the novel contains 
certain scientific inaccuracies which 
the plot seemingly dependent. What 
will the studio about these? For in- 
stance, Chantal supposed have con- 
tracted the the scratch 
Siamese cat. One the medical char- 
acters the book explains, “Animals 
transport the disease from one continent 
another, especially Siamese cats. You 
got from your Siamese cat. in- 
fected you the day scratched you. 
Perhaps was born house where 
there was contagious case, perhaps 
the person who gave him you had 
the disease without knowing it.” And 
this was after Chantal had had the cat 
for eleven years. Now here brand- 
new mode transmission for the doc- 
tors ponder, not mention the pub- 
lic. the movie adheres this part 
the plot, are sure there will yowls 
protest from Siamese cat lovers all 
over the country. 

one book reviewer, commenting 
the Siamese cat detail, put it, must 
admit that have not attempted 
learn the truth this observation, but 
take for granted.” reviewer the 
tory, cause, treatment, progress and side- 
effects this ancient scourge are fully 
reported on, the result not always 
literary art high order, least 
enlightening.” Enlightening??? 

are not concerned with the fic- 
tional part the story but the average 
movie goer, like the book reviewers, 
will accept the data the disease 
factual and therein lies the 
its present form, much the scien- 
tific (?) material Chantal not only 
fosters many the old misconceptions 
but adds few new ones. The novel 
does contain some very excellent state- 
ments showing that the author aware 
modern concepts dis- 
ease, though uses old terminology 
throughout, always referring patients 
the objectionable term “leper.” The 
heroine calls horrible word.” 

Twentieth’s research department and 
medical adviser have big job ahead 
them the movie version Chantal 
have authentic presentation. 
Let’s hope so, movie this subject 
properly presented could im- 
measurable amount good. Filming 
Chantal offers 20th Century Fox 
magnificent challenge. For this 
means the first time recent years that 
has announced its intention 
making movie from book about 
Hansen’s disease and then, when con- 


fronted superstitious prejudices and 
other obstacles, the idea was shelved. 
This what happened 1949-50, when 
Columbia Pictures went far 
prepare script from Perry Burgess’ 
factual novel, Who Walk Alone. 


Catholic Chaplain Arrives 


Right Reverend Abbot Francis Sad- 
lier, O.S.B., Catholic Chaplain who re- 
placed Father Edward Boudreaux 
this hospital, arrived Febuary 16. 
Father Francis comes from St. 
Abbey, St. Leo, Florida. 

Noting accent Father Francis’ 
speech asked about it, and were told 
that child came the United 
States from Bavaria, was reared Flor- 
ida, and entered the monastary there 
ago. was ordained the 
priesthood 1914, and beame 
Abbot 1929. Father Francis retired 
1954, but year prior that 
visited the Vatican Rome, While 
showing picture himself taken 
when had audience with Pope 
Pius XII, our photographer snapped the 
picture above. 

Father Francis had been serving 
postmaster St, Leo’s Abbey and being 
relieved those duties prevented his 
coming this station soon 
had expected. When asked how liked 
our community, Father Francis said, 
have been welcomed here with open 
arms. Everyone just took 
though were part the family.” 

Father Boudreaux, our former Catho- 
lic Chaplain, was transferred nearby 
town, called Smoke Bend, and laugh- 
ingly calls himself the “Padre Smoke 


Subscribers—Notice 

The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date, renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your stencil easy, 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR and mail them directly 
the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 
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Testing tissue fluid for bacilli 


Mass finds few empty seats, the 
along the coast. 


Mobile X-Ray unit for detection 
early stage 


There daily check-up for medication 


Women’s dormitory, some prefer flat beds, 
others prefer fluffy mattresses made with 
cotton grown the island 


Mercy 


Reprinted from Marist Missions, October, 


“The quality mercy not strained ...” 
the peaceful Fijian isle Makogai, who: 
Dalice Pay. Site the Fiji Hospital, 
caring for 800 patients Fijians, 
Tongans, Cook and Gilbert Islanders. The dai 
more mercy than medication... 

Makogai now takes added interest becau 
which Twentieth Century Fox has announced 


There are churches for those who are nor 
Methodists pictured here, 


/ 
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Virginia, 
er, 1954 
Photos Robert Wright, Fiji 


and nowhere this better shown than 
whose shores are washed the waters 
tal, Makogai has staff Marist Missionary 
ijians, Indians, Chinese, Solomonese, Samoans, 
The daily story that Makogai shows there 


because the locale “Chantal,” novel 


ounced will film late next year. 


are non-Catholic, such the Indians, and the 


I 


Leaving school for all there are 
some boys and girls school age re- 
ceiving treatment. 


This little Indian girl, and others like her, 
born Makogai, are cared for Sisters 
until some member the family able 
take them. Children removed 
mothers immediately birth are thus 
saved from the disease, and, God willing, 
eventually claimed the mother restored 
health. 


big day for these two little Fijian girls, 
their way the boat, discharged from 
They .are gifts .from 
friends. 


the boat pulls anchor handkerchiefs wave farewell. For those board its 
Makogai symbol the mercy God and man, and the hope that lives 
Dalice Bay. 


Rations for about 800 patients 


Vice President’s 
Wife Visits 
Hospital 


Mrs. Patricia Nixon, wife the Vice 
President the United States, Richard 
Nixon, got “warm handshake” from 
patient the Palo Seco Hansen’s 
Disease Hospital the Canal Zone. 
Life (March 1955) pictured the 
handshaking incident (the smiling Mrs, 
Nixon and woman patient), and re- 
ported that the Nixons visited Palo Seco 
(identifying the colony the odious 
word), during their recent good-will 
tour Central America. 

The New York City News, 
tabloid, carried wire story, datelined 
Panama City (Feb. 24, 1955) 
tionalizing the visit, and exploiting 
the hilt the “heroic handshake.” The 
tabloid story reeked with objection- 
able terminology, ‘Mrs. Patricia Nixon 
proved visit leper colony today 
that she brave she compas- 
sionate. The Vice President’s wife shook 
hands with some the lepers and 
managed cheerful smile she said 
hello others. She was greeted 
the entrance the Palo Seco Leper 
Colony Panama Bay carnival 
band costumed men and women. She 
tapped her feet rhythm the lepers 
played and sang hot native songs and 
danced the lawn, was with these 
almost-cured patients that she shook 
hands. the wards, however, Dr, Ezra 
Hurwitz, the colony director, suggested 
that she not touch the 
tients. 

“Some them hid their faces under 
newspapers covered their hands 
Pat paused their beds smile and 
say few words through interpreter. 
‘Her visit like burst cheer,’ one 
patient said. ‘How fortunate the out- 
side world Mrs. Nixon was deeply 
moved the unflinching hope ex- 
pressed the patients, and times 
her smile was shaken. 

woman strong will and 
deep emotional feeling although she 
manages not let show,’ said 
resident American woman who accom- 
panied Pat the visit, ‘It was brave 
thing for her do.’” 

Mrs. Norman Mayer 
Heights, New York, staunch supporter 
our informational program Han- 
sen’s disease, who with her husband, 
prominent Forty and Eighter, 
ited Carville twice, read the Daily News 
story and immediately entered two sub- 
scriptions THE for the 
City Editor the Daily News, the 
other for the Vice President the 
United States. 


and pass along THE STAR- 


Arkansas Physician 
Comes Calling 


Dr. Davis Goldstein (above) 
the Cooper Clinic, Smith, Arkansas, 
was one group dermatologists 
visiting this hospital March Dr, 
Goldstein, long subscriber THE 
STAR, sought out our offices, and 
was privilege for our staff meet 
and talk with this distinguished physi- 
cian and humanitarian. declared, 
feel that visit Carville this 
time was the highlight numerous 
visits.” Dr. Goldstein’s first visit Car- 
ville was 1923, under Dr. Denny’s 
regime. Since then, has been here 
several times and notes “continued 
progress.” 

Dr. Goldstein president the Ar- 
kansas State Board Health, office 
has held for the past five years. 
keenly interested both the medical 
and social aspects Hansen’s disease, 
his interest stems back the time 
the late Dr. Isadore Dyer, whom 
knew personally. 

Dr. Goldstein will discuss Hansen’s 
disease before group nurses 
April 14, preparation for his talk, 
has reviewed the edition THE STAR 
1954) commemorating the 
60th anniversary this hospital. 


Number Conscious 


the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s (until com- 
paratively recently), was possible 
refer the patients this hospital 
“the 400” (with apologies the 
social register, Carville was, and is, just 
exclusive its Own special way 
the blue book). The patient enrollment 
here hovered around 400, maybe was 
394, but the figure has not 
varied much more than quarter 
sheer coincidence, not know, but 
the policy the hospital seemed 
one containment—if three patients 
left one route the other, less 
than time three new ones were sure 
admitted, 

there have been some changes made and 
now correct, one must refer 
the Carville patients the “300,” and 


high 5000. 


from all indications, that figure here 
stay for quite while. March 
the patient enrollment was 297—perhaps 
the smallest number patients here 
since the 20’s (the government took 
over 1921). Two weeks later (March 
18), the enrollment had climbed over 
the 300 mark again—301 exact. 
The number cases Hansen’s 
disease this country conservatively 
estimated between 1500 and 2000. Some 
guesstimates have placed the number 
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Visitors Seek First Hand 
Information 


The Senior Class from Tulane 
versity, School Medicine, New Or- 
leans, will Carville April 15, 
for clinic which the class holds 
this hospital annually. Senior students 
from Louisiana State University’s School 
medicine, New Orleans, held clinic 
here March 15, also annual event. 

group physicians from different 
sections the country 
graduate work tropical medicine 
Tulane, were here for clinic 
March 10. 

Medical meetings New Orleans 
often offer physicians and other scien- 
tists from many parts the country, 
interested Hansen’s disease, the op- 
portunity visit Carville, miles dis- 
tant. large group dermatologists 
was here March and group 
pathologists for meeting the South- 
Central College Pathologists set aside 
February their day visit this 
hospital. 

Environmental Survey 


team sanitary engineers, Mr. 
Moore and Mr, Harward, 
General Services Administration, rep- 
resenting the Dallas office the Public 
Health Service, arrived Carville 
March undertake environmen- 
tal health survey. 


Carville Consultant Will Tour Europe 


Carville consultant, Dr. Daniel 
Riordan, New Orleans, who has pio- 
néered reconstructive hand surgery 
this hospital, has been selected 
committee the American Ortho- 
pedic Association one five physi- 
cians tour England and Europe. They 
will receive $500 each from the asso- 
ciation and will the guests British 
Orthopedists. Dr. Riordan and other 
members the group will leave 
April and expect away for about 
three months. 

Dr. Riordan’s brilliant work Car- 
ville was singled out for special 
tion article, “The Doctors Who 
Rebuild Living Hands” Valeda Von 
Steinberg, appearing The Saturday 
Evening Post (January 1955). 


March 
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Mardi Gras Ball 


Mardi Gras tradition Louisi- 
ana, and especially New Orleans, 
where the celebrated day 
“the day that care forgot.” For many, 
many years there has been royal court 
and masked ball this hospital com- 
munity observance the tradition. 
Early each year the Patients’ Federation 
requests the various local clubs pre- 


sent names candidates for the honor 


being Mardi Gras king. This year, 
however, rather than the clubs nomi- 
nating candidates the student body 
the local school took over. 


The Royal Court pictured here repre- 


sents many countries and nationalities, 
but they are all Americans. These young 
people had been well trained for their 
regal part the evening’s activities, 
and entrances were carried off with 
gracious charm the femmes and gen- 
tlemanly gallantry the young men. 
The subjects, assembled watch the 
royal party promenade their places, 
felt glow warm pride each cou- 
ple, young and lovely, bowed 
knowledgement the generous ap- 
plause. The bouffant party dresses 
the girls, the colorful costumes the 
boys, the tuxedo worn well his 


the King, and the 
handsome mantle, which was made lo- 
cally white satin, richly embroidered 
sequins succession red rose 
motifs, added regal elegance her 
Majesty the Queen’s attire. 

Emerging from his den, another royal 
ruler from the jungles Africa held 
the spotlight briefly his float passed 
review. King Zulu sat the throne 
his float watching his dinner being 
cooked huge pot one his 
cannibal subjects, Clearing the way for 
this unique float were several ferocious 
warriors whooping and jumping all over 
the ballroom floor. 

When the float left the ballroom and 
normalcy returned the scene, Joe 


Marreta’s orchestra Baton Rouge 


played “Anniversary Waltz” 
royal party opened the 1955 Grand Ball 
dancing this number. 
were awarded for costumes, The eve- 
ning’s festivities were sponsored the 
Patients’ Federation. 

CONCERT ENJOYED 


the last Sunday afternoon Feb- 
ruary, the music lovers our commu- 
nity enjoyed concert three mem- 
bers the Baton Rouge Symphony 
Orchestra. Michael Gallasso, concert 
master; Gordon Epperson, first cellist, 
and Robert Aspock, pianist, presented 
program musical that 
was varied and pleasing the audience 
was reluctant for end. 


R.: Art Wall Jr., Jerry Barber, 
Marion Scobell, Eric Monti and 
Furgol. 

Local linksmen were for rare 
treat Tuesday, March when 
quartet professional golfers arrived 
the scene. Motoring here from Baton 
Rouge, where they participated the 
Fourth Annual Baton Rouge Open, were 
Art Wall, Jr., Pocono Manor, Pa.; 
Barber, Los Angeles, Calif.; Eric 
Monti, Los Angeles, and Furgol, 
Louis, Mo. Mr. Furgol the U.S, Open 
Champ and will defend his title this 
year. 
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Sports 


After interesting lecture and dem- 
onstration his golf technique, Jerry 
Barber paired off with Eric Monti 
against Furgol and Art Wall, Jr., 
nine-hole exhibition match held 
the local course. The match attracted 
large gallery and gave golfers here 
opportunity see top-ranking profes- 
sionals action. 

Bringing the fellows Carville was 
our good friend, Mr. Marion Scobell. 
Mr. Scobell the pro City Park 
Baton Rouge. always hand 
and big help making our 
local Point Clair Invitational tourna- 
ments huge success. There are two 
tourneys held here each year, one 
the spring and one the fall. 


BATON 
Shop 


Phone 


Ladder Tournament Held 


we 


ladder tournament, the first its 
kind held here, was won Gar- 
cia. The tourney began Nov, and 
came end Feb. 24, Garcia 
took his final match cop the 
Thirty-two local golfers, 
all patients, participated the tourna- 
ment. Pictured above Furgol (left) 
presents the winner with the trophy 
while Bob Michael, Recreational Aide, 
looks on. —C.T. 


i 
Fore Big Name Golfers Visit 


A.L.M’s 
Area Secretary Has Impressive 


q 


Miss Cunliffe pictured outside the Prot- 
estant Chapel here, visited Carville for 
the first time the weekend March 

former director finance the 
Washington, D.C., Federation 
Churches, Miss Helen 
sumed duties February South- 
western area secretary American 
Leprosy Missions, Inc., with offices 
504 Burt Building Dallas, Texas. 
Dallas has one six branch offices set 
tensive educational program dispel 
the public dread Hansen’s disease 
and stimulate interest the inter- 
national Christian campaign against 
this disease. A.L.M. the only na- 
tional religious agency this country 
ease program. A.L.M. aids 
pitals, clinics, and settlements 
countries cooperation with Prot- 
estant denominational and interdenom- 
inational mission boards, 

Continuing the educational program 
instituted A.L.M. Texas, Louisi- 
ana, Arkansas, Oklahoma and New Mex- 
ico, Miss Cunliffe will stress the need 
for local communities aid discharged 
patients. Texas and Louisiana are two 
the states which are considered 
endemic. The others are Florida, and 
slight extent, California. 

native Gilbertsville, New York, 
Miss Cunliffe the daughter the 
Rev, and Mrs. Stephen Cunliffe, Blake- 
ly, Pa, She was educated New York 
schools and received her degree 
Bucknell University. She also studied 
Oberlin Graduate School Theol- 
ogy, where she received her M.A. 
Christian Ethics and Social Problems, 
Syracuse University, Union Theological 
Seminary, and Columbia University. 

Prominent educational circles 
well public relations and finance, 
Miss Cunliffe served Dean Women 
bright College, Reading, Pa.; North 
Central College, Naperville, Ill., and St. 
Mary’s Seminary Junior College, St. 
Mary’s City, Md. 

Before going Washington Federa- 
tion Churches, she worked for year 


Southwestern 


staff correspondent the State De- 
partment’s Information Program. 

Southwestern area secre- 
tary, Miss Cunliffe succeeds the Rev. 
Forest Eisenbise, who was transferred 
A.L.M.’s Western area office Los 
Angeles, The Eisenbise, who served 
Dallas for five years, was transferred 
Los Angeles take over the post 
left vacant the recent death the 
Rev. George Southwell. Before joining 
minister the Church the Brethren, 
worked with the 
Service Committee. Mrs. Eisenbise will 
work with her husband the Los An- 
geles office 326 West 3rd St., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


Anything Goes 


his cure secret, but burst cou- 
fidence divulged that hogskin 
any form, such bacon rinds and 
pigsfeet, builds back the tissue that has 
been destroyed” and presto the cure. 
The Texan declared that his income 
from several oil wells gave him plenty 
time, and was not satisfied just 
discover cure for the disease, but 
had undertaken research into its 
cause. basic cause the disease,” 
announced, “is growth which de- 
velons the ear.” arrived this 
conclusion after devising “series 
look his own ear. 
The ears have it. 


And so, the flow remedies goes on. 
unchecked reason. They should pro- 
vide some good one small way they 
ought good for laugh now and 
then. And, after all, laughter the best 
medicine. 


Patients 


pointment the conditions they found 
the compound. “No baths, the 
same old leaky, cold, drafty buildings, 
with flooring.” One patient wrote, 
had take nice dress that left 
Carville stop the holes keep 
the air from coming during 
the night.” The patients described other 
hardships, The chief doctor whom the 
distressed patients sent for soon after 
their arrival the compound, accord- 
ing their letters, told them, “My dear 
people, please don’t blame 
were not informed until Monday 
(February 28, the day before 
tients left Carville) that you were com- 
ing 


Our Appreciation 
Services 


Rendered 


During the almost years pub- 
lishing STAR, have occa- 
sion found ourselves predicament, 
but this month March 1955 tops 
them all for situation that looked 
hopeless first viewed it. 

stated elsewhere this issue our 
linotype operator was one the Virgin 
Island patients given moving orders 
the end February, That issue THE 
STAR was the mail, but the March 
number had not one line ready for 
printing, and one the local scene 
had been trained operate the lino- 
type. When trouble this sort 
invariably think the old adage, 
friend need, friend indeed.” Such 
friend Francis Holliday, who oper- 
ates the Franklin Press Baton Rouge. 
contacted him letter and laid 
our problems the line. Normally, 
Francis would have brought one his 
linotype operators here, but our “S.O.- 
S.” (Save Our STAR) came time 
when his shop was humming with work 


‘to done. went directly Jimmy 


Hicks, president the Baton Rouge 
Local 25, Typographical Union, and 
told him our troubles. Mr. Hicks 
who employed the pressroom 
the Baton Rouge State-Times, Morning 
Advocate said would come here 
his off duty time and our linotyp- 
ing for this issue. Francis suggested 
that mechanic had better make trip 
here first get the antiquated linotype 
better operating condition. 

Thursday, March 17, Manuel Rod- 
riguez operator-mechanic spent the 
afternoon here getting the machine 
Saturday morning, March 19, 
and again Monday afternoon, March 
21, Mr. Hicks drove our community 
and gave our linotype such rapid 
workout that the key board fairly 
danced with action. addition lino- 
typing our copy, Mr. Hicks gave Hank 
Simon, our pressman who endeavor- 
ing master linotyping without in- 
structor, many valuable suggestions 
assist him learning operate the 
machine. Mr, Rodriguez gave Hank 
similar instructions concerning adjust- 
ments and minor repairs the linotype. 

Our appreciation Francis Holliday, 
Jimmy Hicks and Manuel Rodriguez 
small payment for services rendered, 
but nonetheless are deeply grateful 
these fine men for the invaluable 
help they have given us, 


March 
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Voyageurs Top-Notch Salesmen 


Correspondence with great many 
people whom you have not met, and 
may meet occupies much our 
time the offices THE STAR. Many 
the letters are from Voyageurs 
bers) the Forty and Eight, fun and 
honor society The American Legion. 
Sometimes wonder what profession 
person engaged in, and other 
times receive letter saying, “As 
printer myself, can readily 
appreciate the work that goes into 
publication,” one may read, “Public 
relations field, and your personal 
letters acknowledging subscriptions pro- 
mote good public relations for your pub- 
lication.” recent one from Ken Barry, 
Cleveland, Ohio, commented not his 
occupation, but our special issue, 
have had lot the boys speak about 
your November-December 
They said that, all the previous issues 
were like it, they would have trouble 
increasing your circulation. Like me, 
they would like see more the his- 
tory the hospital and Hansen’s disease 
coming issues.” 

could that the Voyageurs are 
using that special issue exhibit “A” 
for there has been quite increase 
subscriptions received from Ohio, and 
number the Voitures emphasize 
sending our publication 
Bill Irwin, Cleveland, the printing 
business, and has run off subscription 
blanks for distribution his state. 
has also purchased trophy pre- 
sented the Voiture with the highest 
average subscriptions point basis, 
depending the number members 
each Voiture. Recently, Bill shipped 
ture, used where think they are 
most needed, They were formerly 
hospital library, now closed. 

Carl Castel, St. Joseph, told 
his first letter that edited his local 
(AFL) paper, The Union-Observer. 
requested issues our publication 
for use preparing article. The Feb- 
ruary issue his paper carried the 
story, and think used eye-catch- 
ing lead that should have attracted read- 
er’s attention. part, read, “It can 
truthfully said Postmaster Theo 
Quinn that distinguished gen- 
tleman. This month, lost 
one his distinctions and both 
proud and happy about 

“Until this month, held the dis- 
tinction being the only person St. 
Joseph, Mo., far know, sub- 
scribe slick paper 
monthly publication called THE STAR 
Today this magazine can found 
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the files the Central Public Library, 
its branches, all local high schools and 
the homes and offices about fifty 
residents, most whom are members 
voiture 130, Forty and 

The articles tells about our 
and relates that there Legion Post, 
Auxiliary Unit, Voiture Locale and 
Lions Club the hospital campus,” 
continues, “While the staff THE 
STAR has done much penetrate the 
pall fear and ignorance, the magazine 
must have far greater circulation, 
this purpose that members the Forty 
and Eight have dedicated themselves. 
There group patients eligible 
back into the world restored 
health, but they are none too enthused 
about it. The experience some dis- 
charged patients proves that far 
they are concerned, society still 
its neck the Dark Ages. move over. 
Postmaster Quinn, and make room for 
some your buddies who, like you, are 
willing make bit easier the lot 
some unfortunate people whose only 
crime that they are ill.” Bravo, Editor 
Castel, hope lot your readers 
will willing “move over and make 
room” for the discharged patient, giving 
him opportunity become gainful- 
employed once more, 

Harold Pool, Los Angeles, 
attorney, and good one. know for 
handling legal matter for THE 
STAR present. also Chef 
Gare Voiture 1336, and ardent 
supporter our educational campaign, 
being responsible for turning large 
number subscriptions, However, very 
recently received letter from him 
that had nothing with legal 
matter subscriptions either. Mr. Pool 
wrote, “Pacific Sunset Voiture 1336 
the Forty and Eight started another pro- 
ject, and has just completed it. There 
being sent you gift from this Voi- 
ture complete Talking Bible, and re- 
producing machine. This Voiture 
very proud having accomplished 
this project, and trust that the Talk- 
ing Bible will well received the 
patients.” plan place the records 
and reproducing machine the Church 
Parlor our Protestant Chapel where 
will available groups wishing 
hear it. wonderful addition, 
feel that will enjoyed. 

the past,Louisiana Voyageurs who 
know well, and visit frequently. 
have not subscribed THE STAR 
large numbers Voyageurs other 
has always been bit puzzling 
for knew they were interested 
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our work, and were always willing 
lend hand whenever asked for help, 
from auditing our books repairing 
our machinery, giving lessons some 
phase printing. have concluded 
that live-wire salesman was needed. 
This year have such person head- 
ing THE STAR subscription drive 
Louisiana. L.S. Hooper, Shreve- 
port, and since his assignment Grand 
Chef Gare Lloyd Adams, New Or- 
leans, things have been popping all over 
the state. Mr. Hooper tax consul- 
tant, and naturally this his busy time 
year preparing returns, but not 
slowing him down his work 
indication the final outcome, there 
will more 100% Voitures Louis- 
iana this year than ever before, 

There are other Grande Voitures bus- 
ily working our educational cam- 
paign, but while speaking profes- 
sions want tell you about the first 
letter received from Chief 
Ben Watkins, Macon, Georgia. One 
evening, quite long time ago, had 
attended exciting movie with plot 
based the theme “cops 
was one those things that you 
didn’t shake off soon you left the 
theatre. came out, stopped the 
mailbox pick letter. When saw 
that envelope bearing the return address 
the “Office Chief Police” 
Irish heart jumped right 
mouth. felt that the characters the 
movie must following me. And that 
long way around tell the news, 
that recently Mr. Watkins sent along 
check from Voiture 217, Atlanta, Ga., 
add our welfare funds. 

Voyageurs, who are working year af- 
ter year break down preconceived no- 
tions and unfounded prejudice toward 
people who have had Hansen’s disease, 
represent all professions, but they have 
one thing common beside member- 
ship the same organization, desire 
see people rehabilitated wherever and 
whenever possible. fine ideal held 
number outstanding veterans, all 
top-notch salesmen matter what their 
profession. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 


] 
] 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| ? 


May add belated word congrat- 
ulations your 60th hospital 
sary issue. going file this one 
close hand for ready reference, Will 
you also convey congratulations 
your staff, 

T.Joseph Hogan, Chief, 
Construction Maintenance Branch, 
Public Health Service 

Washington, D.C. 

customary for one imagine 
what others might say about them 
some glowing obituary, but rare for 
the kind thoughts those love. 
Never have thrilled much over any- 
thing that has ever happened me, 
when read that flattering beautifully 
written ‘eulogy’ the January issue 
THE STAR, regarding retirement 
National Field Representative, The 
American Legion. 

Even though your tribute expanded 
ego justifiable limits, what 
most was the realization that you 
remembered feeble efforts your 
behalf those hard and difficult days 
that seem long ago, the years 
have spent rehabilitation activities, 
experience taught surprised 
rather than expectant trying help 
others--an ever tedious, but enjoyable 
service. And always the unexpected 
thanks outweighed the careless apathy 
the selfish and indifferent. 

sincere hope that there may 
never let down unselfish 
interest your behalf. me, you are 
the most courageous, selfless individuals 
the victims igno- 
rance, apathy and fear. Little little, 
you are creating new way living for 
those who may forever grateful for 
your 

bring wife and spend afternoon 
just visiting like home folks; fact, 
would like going home. 
you and give you continued strength 
carry on. 

Claude Brown 
Little Rock, Ark. 

When returned Virginia from 
our trip Texas, and your hospital 
Carville, very glad find sev- 
eral issues TTHE STAR waiting for us. 
enjoyed every issue and especially 
the informative commemorative one. 

appears now that will our 
way Nigeria, West Africa, the first 
week March. Please send THE STAR 
our address there and thanks for the 
opportunity keeping with our 
friends Carville through your pub- 


Mail 


lication. 


Bag 


Dr. and Mrs Cap Oliver 
McLean, Va. 


Dr. Oliver served the resident 
medical staff this hospital for one 
year Ed, 

huge prayer book the examination 
conscience. When came such delec- 
table items “vain esteem,” “inor- 
and “excessive 
vanity,” fairly Those were 
things avoided, course, but in- 
tutively knew would drawn 
ward them, and, instinctively sensed 
the forthcoming battle with them. 

All which recurred vividly 
read the 60th anniversary issue 
THE STAR. But instead struggling 
against those spirits evil, fairly wei- 
comed them soul. read every line 
the issue, but lingered, course, 
particularly the two articles 
own that you did the honor pub- 
lish. reveled them; admired them 
inordinately. withheld inner senti- 
ments praise from the writer, All 
all, had then been called render 
final accounting would have been 
much the position the man trial 
for stealing brace ducks. When ask- 
were guilty, the accused replied 
with frank delight, “Yes, Sir, tuck 
and ate and they done 

Soon retreat will opening here 
St. Louis and will talking 
whatever Carville Sisters make it, 
always such joy brought up-to- 
date the happenings place that 
claimed large part life, and 
hope that the year 1955 has store for 

Sister Catherine 


Normandy, Mo. Marillac Seminary 


Sister Catherine Sullivan, R.N., was 
duty Carville for years, serving 
under both State and Federal regimes. 
She now Visitatrix her Order, 
Daughters Charity, Sisters St. Vin- 
cent Paul for the Western Province. 
Sister Catherine one the most ar- 
dent supporters our educational pro- 
gram, and her letter she renewed the 
subscriptions THE STAR for hos- 
pitals and libraries which she sponsors 
annually. Ed, 

have aways been interested Han- 
sen’s disease, and would like learn 
more. have reviewed several books 
along this line and anxious read, 
“Miracle Carville.” 


minister’s wife and make talks 
often groups women. Through 
reading THE STAR, might able 
help some small way tell the story 
that Hansen’s disease isn’t fear- 
ed. certainly need more enlightened 
people this 

Andrews, Tex. Mrs. N.S. Daniel 

writing you because have 
read great deal late about Carville, 
and the treatment Hansen’s 
want much tell you that you have 
another sympathetic friend Eng- 
lish girl who has been inspired such 
fight yours. 

this country, hear little noth- 
ing about Hansen’s disease and con- 
sequently cannot appreciate the at- 
titude that some your countrymen 
have held the past towards this par- 
ticular disease. 

work health center with child- 
ren and mothers, Dental Hygenist. 
like people, and work brings 
contact with all kinds people, both 
sick and well. Mrs. Watts 

London, England 

With information from THE STAR 
and from books read, made note- 
book. Many the teachers the school 
attend kept for weeks just study 
Everyone the book re- 
ports made have been Hansen’s dis- 
ease, thus believe created interest 
and many are accepting just 
they would any other disease. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. Pat Patten 
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that you should know about disease 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for tts 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease “feebly 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater 
young children, and decreases with age, also 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
“official” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
(the most valid yardstick) furnish 
disease. 

Since isolation the bacillus, hundreds 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more 
145 recorded cases has been able infect othe: 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE 
practice imprisoning person for life because 
sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
the disease. 


announced his discovery the germ 
the causative agent the disease. appearance 
closely resembles the germ which causes 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two 


* 


not included the list reportable 
New York (exclusive New York City) and 
and patients those states are subject 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H.. 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * + 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for vears after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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MORE LIGHT HANSEN’S DISEASE 


Everyone the 200 women the Past Pres- 
idents Parley luncheon the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Department Kansas, held To- 


peka May during the Department 
May 20-22, will find copy THE STAR her 
plate. This idea promote THE 
STAR was conceived Mrs. Hemphill, 


Kansas. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
and finance social service for needy patients. 


Published monthly patients the Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana, 


Please send THE STAR to: |New |Renew 
Name 
Address 
City. 
Subscription per year stamps please. 


Note:— make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 
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